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Meeting of the Council 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held in The Council Chamber, County 
Hall, St Annes Crescent, Lewes on Wednesday, 6 December 2017 at 6.00pm 

 

Present: 

Councillor S Gauntlett (Chair) 

S Barnes; L Boorman; B Bovington; J Carr; J Carter; S Catlin; S Davy; J Denis; W 
Elliott; N Enever; P Franklin; P Gardiner; B Giles; J Harrison-Hicks; O Honeyman; 
V Ient; T Jones; A Lambert; I Linington; R Maskell; E Merry; S Murray; D Neave; 
T Nicholson; R O’Keeffe MBE; S Osborne; J Peterson; R Robertson; T Rowell; 
S Saunders; J Sheppard; A Smith; R Turner; and L Wallraven. 

 

Apologies received: 

Councillors S Adeniji; G Amy; W Botting; M Chartier and C Sugarman 
 
 

Minutes 
 Action 

35 Minutes  

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 9 October 2017 were 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

 

36 To Receive any Announcements From the Chair of the Council, Leader 
of the Council, Members of the Cabinet or the Chief Executive 

 

(i) Chair of the Council's Engagements  

The Council received the list of the Chair of the Council's engagements 
carried out since the Meeting of the Council held on 9 October 2017. 

 

 



Council 35 6 December 2017

 
(ii) Committee Officer – Trevor Hayward   

The Chair of the Council reported that this was the last Meeting that 
Committee Officer, Trevor Hayward, was attending prior to his retirement 
after 34 years of service at Lewes District Council. Trevor had been the 
epitome of trust, diplomacy and patience and would be sorely missed. 
Council stood in applause.   

 

  
Councillor Davy and Councillor Smith then paid tribute to Trevor on behalf 
of their colleague councillors and offered their genuine and heartfelt thanks 
for his years of service to the Council and wished him all the best for his 
future retirement.  

 

 

 
 

 

37 Written Questions from Councillors  

Councillor Ient asked two questions of the Cabinet Member for Waste and 
Recycling, Councillor Franklin (questions 1 and 2); one question of the 
Leader of the Council, Councillor Smith (question 3), and one question of 
the Cabinet Member for Planning, Councillor Jones relating to: 

(1) Would the Cabinet Member for Waste and Recycling write to 
the Environment Minister giving the support of this Council to 
the introduction of a 5p tax on non-biodegradable coffee 
cups?; 

(2) Would the Cabinet Member for Waste and Recycling write to 
the Secretary of State offering wholehearted support for a 
deposit return scheme for plastic bottles?; 

(3) Would the Leader of the Council agree to arrange a visit for all 
Members to see the University Technical College in 
Newhaven during the winter/ early spring 2018?; and 

(4) Would the Cabinet Member for Planning agree to write to the 
Secretary of State for Transport to seek further clarification as 
to how the Government would envisage a project to restore 
the lost connection between Lewes and Uckfield, including a 
framework for funding and details of government criteria which 
would allow the project to be initiated?, 

copies of which were circulated to Councillors at the meeting and made 
available to the public attending the meeting (a copy of which is contained 
in the Minute Book). 

 

Verbal replies to the questions were given at the meeting by Councillors 
Franklin, Smith and Jones. 

 

38 Questions to the Leader of the Council  

 
Questioner Question/Response   
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Questioner Question/Response   

Councillor 
O’Keeffe 

Question: 
 
Councillor O’Keeffe had assembled a body of evidence 
concerning the Council Tax reduction and relief policies of 
the 201 non metropolitan Districts and Boroughs in 
England that showed that the vast majority of councils did 
not employ a floor level of income for self-employed people 
when calculating their eligibility for council tax reduction or 
relief,  could the Leader of the Council please confirm that 
at the forthcoming review of this policy this discriminatory 
practice will be removed from the policy for Lewes District 
Council? 
 
      
Response (by Councillor Smith, Leader of the Council): 
 
Councillor Smith noted that there were differences in Local 
Council Tax Support Schemes across the country and 
gave some examples of such differences. Support 
schemes were developing, and the Council had already 
committed to review the current scheme with other East 
Sussex partners next year and the Leader welcomed 
Councillor O’Keeffe to provide her research to aid that 
review process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor 
Carter 

Question: 
 
Is the Council planning to act as the financial backer for the 
North Street Quarter project, and what further opportunities 
would there be for all Councillors to have oversight of that 
project given the enormous risks involved? 
 
 
Response (by Councillor Smith, Leader of the Council): 
 
The project was a Joint Venture and the Council had 
commissioned independent financial advisors to provide 
necessary assurance. The scrutiny process had been 
valuable and it was hoped that there would be some good 
news on the project in the new year.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Councillor 
Catlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question: 
 
There were 41 elected members of the Council. There 
were only 9 in the Cabinet, all from one Party. Now that the 
Leader's majority was only three, would the Leader 
consider allowing proportionality in the Cabinet, or 
abolishing it altogether? 
 
      
Response (by Councillor Smith, Leader of the Council): 
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Questioner Question/Response   

 
 

 
 

No, the Council operated the Executive model and the 
Leader had no plans to change that.  
 

 
 

Councillor   
Saunders 

Question: 
 
At the last meeting of the council, Councillor Saunders had 
asked the Leader of the Council if he would be minded to 
introduce free parking in Newhaven, as had been done in 
past years in the run-up to Christmas. The continuation of 
free parking in the long-term would support the Council’s 
ambition to regenerate Newhaven. Councillor Saunders felt 
that nothing had happened to date. The first week in 
December had passed and residents were still paying. The 
Leader was asked whether the Council was going to 
implement free parking in Newhaven? 
 
Response (by Councillor Nicholson, Cabinet Member for 
Customers and Partners): 
 
Free parking was managed between Lewes District Council 
and Town and Parish Councils. Relevant officers at the 
Council would be asked to contact Councillor Saunders. 
 

 

 
 
39 Ward Issues  

Ward issues were raised by Councillors on the following subjects, details of 
which would be reported to the next meeting of the Cabinet: 

 

 

Councillor/Ward Ward Issue Concerning  

Councillor Turner – 
Ouse Valley and 
Ringmer 

There were 3 elderly residents of Beddingham 
Gardens, Glynde, that were council tenants. They live 
at the top of a steep bank and were in desperate 
need of a handrail in order to leave their 
homes safely. 

Suggested action to be taken by the Council: 

Could the council supply and fit a handrail in the 
very near future before one or all of these residents 
falls and seriously injures themselves.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DSD 

Councillor Elliott  – 
Lewes Bridge 

Malling Tenants and Residents Association run the 
Malling Food Bank.  This was run by a small group of 
hard working and dedicated volunteers.  Numbers 
using the food bank in the last year had risen from 
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Councillor/Ward Ward Issue Concerning  

around 6 a week 12 months ago, reaching more than 
40 families now being referred weekly from GPs, 
health visitors, social workers, teachers and so on.   
 
The Food Bank had outgrown the facilities at Malling 
Community Centre, having had to use a local church, 
before and were now using the Phoenix Centre.  The 
food bank was funded by local donations of both food 
and money from residents and businesses alike. 
 
Enough storage space was needed to be able to 
continue to accept donations, and feed people in their 
times of hardship.  Enquires had been made with 
Officers already about the use of a lock-up garage on 
the Malling estate. 
 
There are, I believe, several that could be made 
available. The obstacles are two-fold – one that the 
garages should only be used for parking.  Only a 
fraction are being used for this purpose, so I am 
hopeful that this can be overcome.  The second is 
concerns around food being stored in them for 
hygiene reasons.  I can assure the council that the 
food bank has funds available to buy pest proof, 
water proof storage and that only non-perishable 
items would be stored here.   
 
In the longer term we look to provide permanent 
facilities on completion of the long awaited 
refurbishment of Malling Community Centre by Lewes 
Town Council, expected to be next year. 
 
Suggested action to be taken by the Council: 
 
That the Council allows the Malling Food Bank to use 
one of the garages on the Malling estate. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADLDS 

Councillor Carter – 
Lewes Bridge 

Following a petition of more than 1,500 signatures 
presented last year, Full Council and subsequently 
Scrutiny and Cabinet agreed that we should look at 
the social value as well as the financial value of 
bids to use the historic Turkish baths in Friars Walk 
Lewes. Following this decision, two community arts 
organisations made a bid for use of the building in 
August, however, four months later, these 
organisations are still awaiting a decision, and this 
is actually putting them in a tricky position as they 
have deadlines approaching for funding 
applications. Bridge Ward residents have written to 
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Councillor/Ward Ward Issue Concerning  

me, they are very concerned about the future of this 
building so I hope that for the residents and for the 
arts organisations, that a decision, and the decision 
making process can be revealed promptly. 
   
Suggested action to be taken by the Council: 
 
That the decision be taken and notified to the 
bidders. 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

DSPR 

 
 
40 Urgent Decisions taken by the Cabinet or Cabinet Members  

The Chair of the Council reported that no urgent decisions had been taken 
by the Cabinet or Cabinet Members since the Meeting of the Council on 
9 October 2017. 

 

 

41 Recommendation from Cabinet – 13 November 2017  

Unreserved Item  

The Chair of the Council moved, and Councillor Merry seconded, the 
motion that the recommendation of Cabinet held on 13 November 2017 
contained in Minute 46 relating to the Finance Update – performance 
quarter 2 – 2017-2018, be received and adopted.  

 

The motion was put to the meeting, Declared Carried, and it was  

Resolved:  

41.1 Accordingly.  

42 Recommendation from Licensing Committee – 14 September 2017  

Unreserved Item  

The Chair (elect) of the Licensing Committee, Councillor Linington, moved, 
and Councillor Boorman seconded, the motion that the recommendation of 
the Licensing Committee held on 14 September 2017 contained in Minute 6 
relating to the Review of Statement of Licensing Policy for 2017 - 2022, be 
received and adopted. 

 

The motion was put to the meeting, Declared Carried, and it was  

Resolved:  

42.1 Accordingly.  
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43 Notice of Motion  

The Chair reported that a Notice of Motion had been submitted under 
Council Procedure Rule 14 by Councillor Murray relating to Universal 
Credit. 

 

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 14 Councillor Murray moved, 
and Councillor Catlin seconded, the Notice of Motion as follows: 

 

"This council notes that Universal Credit looks likely to be rolled out in 
Lewes District in the middle of 2018. It notes that problems have been 
widespread in areas where it has already been introduced. It therefore 
assumes that a significant number of residents are likely to encounter 
difficulties when it reaches Lewes and that most councillors may well 
find themselves with casework relating to Universal Credit. 

Lewes District Council therefore resolves:- 

1. To lobby the government to pause the roll-out of Universal Credit 
while some of the more serious problems - such as the 6 week waiting 
period for the initial payment and particular issues for self-employed 
and disabled people – are resolved. 

2. To arrange training for all councillors so that they are properly 
prepared to assist any constituents who approach them with casework 
arising from the roll-out of Universal Credit.” 

 

With the agreement of the Council, Councillor Murray agreed to the 
amendment of her Notice of Motion to read:  

“1. To lobby the government to pause the roll-out of Universal Credit 
while some of the more serious problems - such as the waiting 
period for the initial payment and particular issues for self-employed 
and disabled people – are resolved. 

2. To arrange continued training for all councillors so that they are 
properly prepared to assist any constituents who approach them with 
casework arising from the roll-out of Universal Credit. 

3. To make £30,000 available as short term temporary funding for 
appropriate voluntary agencies to enable them to provide 
assistance and guidance to those residents affected by the 
impact of Universal Credit.” 

 

The substantive motion was put to the meeting, Declared Carried, and the 
vote thereon was recorded in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 18.5 
as follows: 

 

For the Motion:  

Councillors S Barnes; J Carr; J Carter; S Catlin; J Denis; W Elliott; 
P Gardiner; S Gauntlett; O Honeyman; V Ient; A Lambert; S Murray; 
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R O’Keeffe; S Osborne; R Robertson; T Rowell; and S Saunders (17). 

Against the Motion:  

Councillors L Boorman; S Davy; N Enever; P Franklin; B Giles; J Harrison-
Hicks; T Jones; I Linington; R Maskell; E Merry; T Nicholson; J Peterson; 
J Sheppard; A Smith; R Turner; and L Wallraven (16). 

 

Abstained:  

Councillor D Neave (1).  

Resolved:  

43.1 Accordingly. 

 

 

44 Proposed Revisions to Council Procedure Rules  

The Leader of the Council, Councillor Smith, moved, and Councillor 
Peterson seconded, the motion that the recommendations contained in 
Report No 170/17 relating to the Proposed Revisions to Council Procedure 
Rules, be received and adopted, subject to the following minor 
amendments: 

 

- That section 8 of the report entitled ‘Proposed revisions to ward 
issues’ be revised to reflect that, ideally, ward issues will be 
submitted with 3 clear days’ notice in advance of the meeting. In 
exceptional circumstances, if a ward issue has arisen after the 
deadline for submission and needs to be raised urgently, then a 
councillor can use his/her judgement to do so; and 

- That section 10 (c) of the report be amended to read, ‘Introduce a 
deadline for submission in writing of amendments to motions of 24 
hours clear notice in advance of the meeting’. 

 

The Motion was put to the meeting, Declared Carried, and the vote thereon 
was recorded in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 18.5 as follows: 

 

For the Motion:  25 councillors.  

Against the Motion:  6 councillors.    

Abstained:  2 councillors.  

Resolved:  

44.1 Accordingly. ADLDS 
(Head of 
Dem 
Svces) 

45 Recommendation from Scrutiny Committee – 14 September 2017  
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Unreserved Item  

The Chair of the Scrutiny Committee, Councillor Gardiner, moved, and 
Councillor Enever seconded, the motion that the recommendation 
contained in Minute 7 relating to the Scrutiny Work Programme 2017/18, be 
received and adopted. 

 

The motion was put to the meeting, Declared Carried, and it was  

Resolved:  

Accordingly. 

 

ADLDS 
(Head of 
Dem 
Svces) 

46 Reporting Back on Meetings of Outside Bodies  

Councillor Nicholson reported that, on 21 November 2017 he had attended 
a meeting of the East Sussex Safer Communities Board, on which he was a 
member.   

 

The meeting brought together representatives of the various local councils 
and Sussex Police under the auspices of East Sussex County Council. The 
Board covered issues such as organised crime, cyber-crime and the East 
Sussex strategic assessment of community safety 2017. 

 

At the meeting, the Board had received an update on the East Sussex road 
safety programme which revealed that 90% of those killed and severely 
injured in accidents were caused by driver error and not by other factors 
such as potholes on the road. 

 

Councillor Nicholson drew councillors’ attention to the global initiative that 
was currently underway which involved 16 days of action for the elimination 
of male violence against women. The global initiative was to end on 10 
December 2017, which marked Human Rights Day and the White Ribbon 
campaign.  

 

Councillor Nicholson invited councillors to visit the East Sussex County 
Council website or contact him if they wished to obtain any further 
information in respect of his verbal report to the Council. 

 

Resolved:  

46.1 That the verbal report by Councillor Nicholson relating to a meeting 
of the East Sussex Safer Communities Board, be received and 
noted. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 7.25pm. 
 
S Gauntlett 
Chair 


